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An understanding of the Energy-Water nexus 
has grown in importance over the last five years 
and serious research funding has supported 
improved methods of documenting the 
connections. However, there is surprisingly little 
policy and behavioral research that examines 
relevant aspects of this nexus.  While the scientific 
and technical understandings of nexus issues are 
paramount, it is difficult to prescribe policy actions 
in the absence of information about whether the 
general public shares these understandings. This 
presentation looks at an analysis of public opinion 
surveys in Texas and the U.S. to reveal whether and 
how much awareness exists on the connections 
between energy and water. 

The surveys, dedicated to energy-water-food nexus 
issues and sponsored by the Institute for Science, 
Technology and Public Policy at the Bush School of 
Government and Public Service, permit comparisons 
between the people of Texas and people elsewhere 
in the U.S. to examine similarities and differences in 
levels and types of nexus awareness.

Abstract Kent E. Portney, who joined Texas A&M University in 2014, is a professor in the Department 
of Public Service and Administration in the Bush School of Government and Public Service. In 
September 2016, he was named the director of the Institute for Science, Technology and Public 
Policy at the Bush School. A faculty member at Tufts University since 1979, he served as the 
department chair in political science and directed the Graduate Program in Public Policy and 
Citizen Participation. More recently, he was director of the Water and Research Program at the 
Center for International Environment and Resource Policy (CIERP) at Tufts’ Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy. He is a co-founder of the Tufts Water Diplomacy doctoral program and a 
co-PI for the “Water Across Boundaries” NSF IGERT grant. He received his Ph.D. in political 
science and public policy from Florida State University.

Portney’s areas of expertise include environmental policy, urban sustainability, urban 
politics, economic inequality, urban water policy and sustainability, citizen participation and 
engagement, and policy analysis. He has authored or co-authored ten books on topics such 
as urban sustainability and economic development, citizen participation, and teaching critical 
reasoning in the social sciences. He has also written numerous journal articles on urban 
sustainability, urban politics, and the local nonprofit sector. His latest book, Sustainability, 
was published in December of 2015 as part of MIT Press Essential Knowledge series. His 
co-authored book, The Rebirth of Urban Democracy, earned two awards from the American 
Political Science Association. Additionally, he has been awarded numerous grants from 
the Ford Foundation, the National Science Foundation, the Spencer Foundation, and the 
Polaroid Foundation. His current research focuses on issues of public policy that affect the 
nexus between water-energy-food security.
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